A Whole School Evaluation was conducted by the Department of Education in 2014. A WSE reports on the quality of teaching and learning and on the quality of management and leadership in a school. 

Summary of Findings and Recommendations for Further Development
 The following are the main strengths of the work of the school:
 • A highly committed and effective board of management guides and supports the work and development of the school.
 • The principal demonstrates exemplary leadership in the management of the school, enabling the in-school management team and individual staff members to assume leadership roles across a range of areas of school development. 
• A welcoming, inclusive and supportive atmosphere is a praiseworthy feature of the school environment. 
• A broad, well-organised and relevant curriculum is provided across the range of abilities from the junior classes through to the school leavers.
 • Teaching and learning of a high quality was observed in classrooms across the school.
 • The dedication and commitment of the staff to the well-being and development of the students is commendable.
 • The work of the school is supported by a small and dedicated parents’ association. 

The following main recommendations are made: 
• To strengthen the school’s individual education planning (IEP) process, it is recommended that the co-ordination of IEP development should be supported by a member of the in-school management team and should include multi-disciplinary team members (NEPS, HSE) where this is possible.
 • The assessment policy of the school should be reviewed to incorporate wider use of assessment-for-learning approaches and related strategies in order to track individual student progress and to monitor students’ IEP targets
.• Building on the impressive relationships developed through initiatives such as participation in the Comenius programme, links with local schools should be further explored in order to extend social and curricular opportunities for students where this is feasible.

Link to Full report: gov - Our Lady of Fatima Special School (www.gov.ie)

